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Patieqt, etc.,’,’ the author'shpwing the greet advantages, and few disad¬ 
vantages to be derived ffom its Use. 

While ev£ry surge'on can hot be a thorough bacteriologist, Dr. Robb 
shows in Chapter XVI. how hecan greatly aid himself in making diag¬ 
noses, and aid the cause of science generally by a practical knowledge 
of'the subject; for, sis he ; says, “other thingsbeing equal, that surgeon 
will make fewest mistakes and obtain the best results who knows how 
to htilize to the utmost the knowledge and technical methods of all de¬ 
partments of medical science. ” ' .' 

A mosf valuable description of the methods for examination of the 
interior of the'female bladder, and the catheterization of the ureters fol¬ 
lows, with cuts showing the different instruments used and the proper 
position in which to place the patient'for examination ; and the book 
closes with a chapter on’pathological examinations, preparation and ex¬ 
amination of specimens, and the proper manner of conducting antop- 
sies. ' ' 

We will awaifwith interest the next edition of this book which we 
predict will not be long in forthcoming, as it is a valuable work. 

GAZZAM. 


The Non-Heredity of Inebriety. By Leslie E 
Keeley, M.D., LL.D. S. C. Griggs & Co., Chicago. 

This is a book of 350 pages. In the preface the author claims that 
inebriety is a disease that can be readily cured, and not hereditary. He 
begins the work by a consideration of various medical creeds and med¬ 
ical development. He discusses the question of dogma, creed and 
ethics in rather an illogical way. He begins in qhapter two to declare 
that it was not until eighteen yws ago that the cause of disease was 
understood, and that it is now demonstrated, thanks to Pasteur, Koch, 
Sternberg, Bastlan and Tyndal, discoveries in the field of microscopy, 
that the microbe causes disease. These men, With many others, have 
given to science,the outcome of their labors and investigation, and to 
them, he admits, we owe a debt of obeisance and gratitude. 

Npw, it is interesting to note here the relationship he bears to such 
mqn who think qr work for science, and it is well to note the ethical 
position b* takes before in any way we could consider pro or con his 
theory of inebriety. NVe shall quote ; * ‘ The germ theory was ridiculed 
for fifteen years, while its defenders were ranked as “quacks.” Elec¬ 
tricity, hydrotherapy, massage, all were classed In their beginning as 
quackery. But the “grand old profession ” generally ends by adopting 
everything.' . It vyill some day, if its morals improve, .adopt all the 
pathies, including Christian Science. It will ’fight the question many 
years, possibly, but will some day incorporate into the code of ethics a 
provirion which will give a physician proprietory right to his inven¬ 
tions relating to surgical instruments and remedies. All ethics, except 
medical ethics, now grant such privileges. There is nothing in the ten 
commandments, nor in the sermon on the mount, nor in the Saviour’s 
amendments to the ethics of Moses that is designed to prevent any man 
from , enjoying the rights and benefits of his own labor of brain or 
muscles, his inventions, nis discoveries, his thoughts, his property. 
“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbors house, nor money, stocks, 
bonds, lands, wife, nor his proprietory rights that are his by inherit¬ 
ance, acquirement and discovery, even including his cures for disease.” 
We must infer by this that Dr. Keeley is an inventor, and that he has 
patent rights upon his theory of inebriety which relates entirely to his 
own interests. The scientists of the past fifteen years, evidently have 
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been very foolish according to his tenets in divulging their discoveries 
for the sake of science, they should have all had agood string attach* 
ment of a monetary character, and if such had been the case our 
author would have been obliged, we fear, to go into another field of 
lucrative inventions. 

We are in the light of Dr. Seeley’s ethical non-culture obliged to 
consign his theory and book to the class of chimerical inventions, not 
worthy of consideration further than a condemnation which he evi¬ 
dently invites and would label persecution. 

There is a “grand old profession “ however, and always will be, 
whose purpose is to work for others and who do not invent. This 
“grand old profession” does not, nor ever will include the Seeley’s or 
any othey theory or remedial inventor. We are positive also that in 
quoting the Divine laws that our author is not acquainted with the 
parable of the good Samaritan, or the commands of the Saviour, “ Do 
unto others as you would have them do.’’ In endeavoring to bring 
Scripture to bear upon his sordid argument he induces the X ra\s upon 
the “talent in the napkin,’’and the monument of praise to “Tnou 
good and faithful servant.’’ No, Dr. Seeley, your secret remedies and 
your inventive theories may bring you millions, but your " creed ” and 
“greed’’ will never come within the ethics of “the grand old pro¬ 
fession ’’ even if you really were good enough to divulge the mystery of 
what you have lead many to believe you have invented. 


Electricity in Electro-Therapeutics. By Edwin J. 
Houston, Ph.D., and A. E. Kennelly, Sc.D. The 

W. J. Johnston Co., New York Company. 

This little volumn is one of the elementary electro-series published 
by the Johnston Company, and is intended to supply a want in present¬ 
ing to the profession reliable information as to the physics of electricity 
so far as it is practical and necessarv in the varions forms of apparatus 
used in medicine or surgery. The authors aim to explain along 
analogous lines the phenomena of electricity that pertains to electro¬ 
static electric, or the magnetic circuits, that, is the circutial method 
and divests the subject of unnecessary speculation, and deals solely 
with the current itaelf in all its variations of direction, force and 
regularity. It, without question, is a book that appeals to the teacher as 
a worthy text book. It will give no wrong inferences, nor does it in 
the description of various forms of apparatus deal with anything but 
what is absolutely essential to illustrate a point to be made. It is not 
therefore the harbinger of an advertisement and the points of illustra¬ 
tion are so simple that those desirous of selecting various batteries, 
or forms of electrical apparatus have no difficulty in understanding 
what is necessary for a suitable instrument. It is a desirable book for 
those who know nothing of physics. It is, however, by no means a 
primer, it is advanced to a degree that one must read very carefully. 
It will prove of decided benefit to those who wish to start right, before 
taking up the medical side of the subject. 


The April Monist. 

The April Monist opens with two articles on Roentgen’s X rays, by 
leading European scientists. Prof. Ernst Mach, of Vienna, describes a 
method of applying the new rays to an old device invented by him for 


